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Duke Energy added calcium bromide to coal to improve air quality at two area plants,… more

DUKE ENERGY

The city, county and Duke Energy discussed concerns over water quality in Charlotte on Thursday even as they proclaimed the supply to be
within federal guidelines and declared the water poses no risk to residents. A combination of factors has led to elevated levels of
trihalomethanes, or THMs, in eight of the 12 water-sampling stations around town, according to regularly scheduled water tests this month.

A Duke Energy spokeswoman called the utility’s use of bromide cleaners at two area coal plants a “triggering event” contributing to the
increase in THMs since January 2014. In 2013, Duke started using calcium bromide at Allen Steam Station in Gaston County and Marshall
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Steam Station in Catawba County to meet federal air-quality rules, including the removal of mercury.

In May of this year, Duke stopped using bromide as a cleaner. These effects are unrelated to continuing concerns over the disposal of coal-
ash and its impact on drinking water. Last year, a faulty pipe at an abandoned Duke plant on the North Carolina-Virginia state line resulted
in 39,000 tons of polluted water and debris flowing into the Dan River. To date, Duke has spent $120 million on clean-up and fines
stemming from the environmental damage caused by the spill.
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Earlier on Thursday, the city water department hand-delivered letters to customers and property owners where THMs tested in excess of the
federal limit this month. Those sites remain within federal rules because THM levels are calculated on the basis of an average of the last four
quarterly measurements. Eighty parts-per-million, or 0.08, is the threshold. None of the 12 sites on the rolling-average criteria exceeds that
amount, but, during third-quarter testing this month, eight of the 12 site samples did exceed the 0.08 level. State rules require customers be
notified any time samples exceed permissible limits — even when the overall average is in compliance.

Letters delivered Thursday stated that while “multiple water samples are necessary to determine a system’s compliance,” people who drink
water “where the allowable limits are exceeded are still susceptible to adverse health effects.” People who drink water with THM levels above
the federal limits “may experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous system, and may have an increased risk of getting
cancer,” according to the state-mandate notices issued by the city.
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Corporate Counsel Awards Dinner

Join the Charlotte Business Journal as we honor the top in-house attorneys and general counsels at corporations and nonprofits in
the Charlotte region. Meet the Queen City's legal champions and celebrate their outstanding work at the 5th annual Corporate
Counsel Awards Dinner.
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